
Title 20—DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE, FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
AND PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION 

Division 2150—State Board of Registration for the Healing Arts 
Chapter 2—Licensing of Physicians and Surgeons 

 
ORDER OF RULEMAKING 

 
By the authority vested in the State Board of Registration for the Healing Arts under sections 
334.036 and 334.125, RSMo Supp. 2014, the board adopts a rule as follows:  
 

20 CSR 2150-2.210 Assistant Physician License Renewal is adopted. 
 
A notice of proposed rulemaking containing the text of the proposed rule was published in the 
Missouri Register on August 1, 2016 (41 MoReg 976-980).  No changes have been made in the 
text of the proposed rule, so it is not reprinted here.  This proposed rule becomes effective thirty 
(30) days after publication in the Code of State Regulations. 
 
SUMMARY OF COMMENTS:  The board received two (2) comments on the proposed rule. 
 
COMMENT #1: A comment was received from the American Association of Physician 
Assistants (AAPA) stating that in keeping with the legislative intent of offering an avenue for 
clinical experience for medical graduates who will enter residency programs, the rules must limit 
renewals to not more than three years. 
RESPONSE: Section 334.036, RSMo does not limit the number of renewals for assistant 
physician licensure. It is the board’s understanding that limiting the time an individual can hold 
an assistant physician license was removed during the final passage of Senate Bill 735 (2014) as 
it was the intent of the bill sponsor that this be a permanent licensure/position for those who seek 
it. Therefore, the board believes any changes to the licensure requirements or the length of time 
an individual be licensed as an assistant physician would require legislative action be taken by 
the Missouri General Assembly.  With regard to an Attorney General’s Opinion, the Board plans 
to implement the law passed by the Missouri General Assembly. No changes have been made to 
the rule as a result of this comment. 
 
COMMENT #2: A comment was received from Coalition for Patients First (Coalition), which 
includes the following Coalition: American Academy of PAs, American Academy of Pediatrics, 
American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine, American College of Osteopathic 
Family Physicians, American College of Osteopathic Internists, Association of American 
Medical Colleges, American Medical Association and American Osteopathic Association. The 
Coalition stated they would like the board to restrict licensure renewals to a finite number and 
strongly believe it was not the intent of the legislature to use assistant physicians as an alternative 
to full and unlimited physician licensure. They further believe that moving forward with 
allowing individuals who lack complete medical training to provide direct patient care under 
limited supervision places Missouri patients at an increased risk and threatens public health, 
safety and welfare. The Coalition request the board limit the number of renewals to two (2) in the 



final rule. Assistant physician practice should provide medical school graduates who failed to 
match into a postgraduate residency program with a pathway toward full medical licensure and 
practice. This opportunity can offer assistant physician’s time to develop their skills and medical 
knowledge as they seek a residency position. Limiting renewals to two (2) years would also align 
with the law’s requirement for an assistant physician to pass the final portion of the licensure 
examination series after the second year. Upon the successful passage of the complete licensure 
examination series, followed by a minimum of one (1) year of postgraduate training, assistant 
physician s would be eligible for full medical licensure in the State of Missouri. The Coalition 
believe the board does have the authority to impose this limitation when reading this in the 
context of the entire law, where the General Assembly did provide specific limitations on the 
specialty and location of assistant physician’s practice and prescribing of controlled substances, 
it should be inferred that the General Assembly did not intend for the board to be restricted in its 
authority to limit licensure renewal.  The Coalition suggested that the Director of the Department 
of Insurance, Financial Institutions and Professional Registration seek a formal opinion from the 
Attorney General on this issue. They believe it is imperative that the board understand its full 
rights and responsibilities regarding its authority to regulate assistant physicians before moving 
forward to finalize the proposed rule. The Coalition requests that the Attorney General review 
the content of Section 334.036.3(1) and that the board delay finalizing the proposed rule until a 
formal opinion is made on the board’s authority to limit licensure renewal under this section. The 
commenters also submitted a position statement, which is attached.  
RESPONSE: Section 334.036, RSMo does not limit the number of renewals for assistant 
physician licensure. It is the board’s understanding that limiting the time an individual can hold 
an assistant physician license was removed during the final passage of Senate Bill 735 (2014) as 
it was the intent of the bill sponsor that this be a permanent licensure/position for those who seek 
it. Therefore, the board believes any changes to the licensure requirements or the length of time 
an individual be licensed as an assistant physician would require legislative action be taken by 
the Missouri General Assembly.  With regard to an Attorney General’s Opinion, the board has 
not requested one and plans to implement the law passed by the Missouri General Assembly.  No 
changes have been made to the rule as a result of this comment. 
 
 


